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INTRODUCTION:
MAJOR SUBFIELDS OF
LINGUISTICS

FILE

Listed below ars some of the mejor sibfields of linguistios and the aspects of lamgnage with which
each is especially ooncernsd,

Anthropological Linguistics, ‘The émdy of the intr:i're!ntionship between language and -
culture (particulwrly in the comtext of non-Western. cultores and societics).

Applied nguisties. The applcation of the methods and results of linguistics to such area$
as language tseching; national Ismguage policies; lexicography; {rauslation; - language in politios,
advertising, classcooms, and courts; and the Hke,

Historical Linguistics. THe stwdy o6f fow languages vhange through Ume; the- relatiomships
among languages, " '

Marphnlogy the study of the ways in which words are constrncted out of smaller mmits which
have a meaning or prammatical function.

Neurolinguistics, The study of the brain and how 1t functions in the productmn, perception,
and acquisition of language.

‘Phonetics. The study of speech stunds; how they are produced in the vocal fract (articulatory
phonetics), their physical properties (acoustic phometics), and how they are perceived (auditory
phoneticy).

Phonology. The study of the sound system of language; how the particular sounds wsed in cach
languege form an integrated system for encoding information and how such systems differ from
one language to amother,

Pragmatics, The study of how the memning conveyed by & word or semtence depends on aspects
of the context in which it is used (such as time, place, social relationship botween speaker and
heater, and gpegker's assumptions sbout the hearer’s beliefs),

Psycholimguistics. The study of the temelationship of ‘language and cognitive structures;
the acquisition of language,

Semantics. The study of meaning; how words snd sentences are related to the (real or
imaginary) objects they refer to and the sitvations they describe.

S.o'ciolinguistics. The stody of the interrelationships of langoage and social strncture, of
linguistic variation, and of attitndes toward laungnage.

Byntax, The stady of the way in which sentences are constructed; haw seatences are related to
each other,
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