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The Origin of Language
Charles Barber ‘

In the following selection from his book The Story of Speech and
Language, Churleg Barber reviews ths many theoties about how
lamguage crigmated. Becanse language begen in prehistory, all dis-
1 cussion of its orlgin relics on educated guesswenk, Barber, g pro-
- fessar ot the University of Leeds (England), thus procesds omitionsly
as e guides vy fhrough this “realm of more ox Iess plausible speo-
wlation,” in which ideas seem as conflivting as they are illaminafing,
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BIOURNAL PROMPT Sometime in the early History of the evolution of the
human species, language didn’t exist as we Jotow it Inagine how the development of human
Langunge begon. .

1 We are profoundly ignorant sbout the orighns of langusge, and have to comtent
curselves with more or less plausible speculations. We do not even ktiow for certaic
when language arose, but it seemns likely that it goes back to the earliest Istory of
man, perhaps half 2 million yeats, We have no diroct svidence, but it sesms probiable
that speech arose af the same tims s too] meking and the ealiest fortns of specifi-
cally human cooparation. o fhe great Iee Ages of the Pleistocens period, our sarliest
tuman ancestors established fhe Old Stone Age colture; they made flint fools, and
Iater tools of bone, ivory, mnd anfler; they made fite and cooked their food; they
hunted big gams, offen by methods that called far cansiderable cooperation and

. coordination, As their materiel cultnre graduslly improved, they became attists, and
mads carvings and engravings on bones mnd pebbles, and wonderfinl puintings of
animals ot the walls of caves, It is difficult 1o believe that the makers of these
Palasolithic cultures lacked the power of spesch, ¥ is a long step, admittedly, from
the-earliest flint weapons to the splendid art of the Jate Old Stone Age: the first
crude flints date back perhaps to 500,000 B.c., whils the finest achievements of Old
Stone Age man are later than 100,000 ».c.; and in this period we .can cavistge.a.
correspanding development of language, from fthe most primitive and Hogited lan-
guagt of the carfiest human groups to a fully developed language in the flowering
time of Old Stone Age culture, )

" Evidence about the Origins of Language

2 How did lenguage arise in the fitst place? There are"miny theoties about this, based -
on varfous types of indirect evidenbe,fsnch as the langnage of children, tho Iangoage
of primitive sociefies, the kinds of changes that bave teken place in Janguzges in'the
course of recorded history, the behavior of higher anjmals like chimpanzees, and the
behavior of people suffering from speech defectd] Thess types of evidence may
provids us with usefil pointers, but they 21l suffer from limifations, aud must be
treated with camtion. .
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'When we consider the language of childten we have to remember that fheir
sifuation is quite different from thet of our earliest Innnan ancestots, because the
child is growing wp in an environment where there is already 1 fully developed
lmguege, and is surronnded by adults who use that languape and are feaching it to
him. For exarapls, it has been shown that the earliest words used by children ara
mainly the nemes of things and people (“Doll,” “Spoon,” “Muminy™): but this does
not prove that the eatliest words of pritnitive mam wete also the names of things and
people. Whex the child learns the name of an object, he may thex use it fo expréfs
" "His wishes or demandsT “Dolll" vfier means “Give me-my doi™-or-“T've-droppeds—
my.dollspiok & up for mel; ths child is using language to get things done, and it is
almost an acoident of adult teaching that the words used to formulate the child’s -
demands are mainly nouns, instead of words like *Bringl™; “Pick-upi™;-and so on.

One thing that we can perhaps Tearn-from fhresmall child is-the kind of articulated
utterangs thaf comes Sasient to whtran being beforehe hasieamod the sound system
of ong particulsr langnage. The fitst articulate word pronounced by a child is often
something like dama, na, ba, ga, of wasThe vowel is most comumonly g shott ok
sovind; ifid-the ‘consonant 2 nasal or & plosive, Neatly always, thess carly “words”
consist of 2 consonant followed by & vowe] or of 2 ssquence of syllables of this type
(dadada, etc.). When the child sttetnpts o copy words nsed by adnlts, he at first tends
to produce words of this form, sa that “grandfather’” may be rendered 25 gaen, “thank
you” as ¢afa, smd “weter” as wawa, This explaitis why, in so many languages, the
nusery words far mother and futher aro mama or dada or baba or something similary
thero is no megic inner comnsotion between the idea of patenthood snd words of this
fortn; thess just happen to be the first articulated sounds that the child makss, and the
proud parent attributes a siftable meaning to thefh, Such words may also have been the
first utterances of primitive man, though hardly with this meaning,

The langvages of primitive peoples, and the history of Janguages in literate times,.
mazy throw same light on the origin of language by suggesting what elements in it
are the most archaic. But agait we have to be careful, because fhe langnage of the
most primitive people living today is still & very ancient and sophisticated ons, with
half a miltion years of history behind it; and the eadiest writien recotds can take us
back only-a few:-thonsand years. It is probable, of course, that in early times langunge
vhenged more slowly tham in Kstoricel times, "The whils history of htanen culinre
has been one of en acceleruting rate of change: it took men shout half a rillion yeats
to deyelop throngh the 014 Stone Age to the higher material culturs of the Middle
end New Stone.ages, bot amere 5,000 yeans or so for these to give way to the Bronzs
Ags, and perhaps 1,000 for ths Bronze Age to develop into the Tron Age; and since
the Industrial Revolution, the pace has become dizzying, It is perhaps arguable that
the rats of changs in langoage has been parailel to that in matedial culture, and in
that case the gap of half a tillion years between the origin of langnags end the first
wiitten records becomes a litfle less damnting, It remedns daunting enough, however,
and wo must obvionsly be careful in theorizing sbout the remots past.,

Still, we may be able to pick up some kints. For exaraple, it is noticeable amang
primitive peoples how olosely their languages arc adapted to theirmateral needs: in
Esldmo, there 18 no single ward for “snow;” but a whole series of words for “new
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prelinguistic stage, immediately before he became man. The expressive nolses,
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fallen snow;” “hard snow;” and so on; and in peneral g primitive people tends to have
words for the specific things that are materially important fo it (like the particular
birds or plants thet it eats), and to lump together other things (like birds or plants that
it doos mot eat) under some genede expression, We may algo find some evidence
about the types of word and the typer of expression which are oldest: thare is 2 pood
deat to suggest that words of command (ke “Give”; “Strike!™") are very atchaie,
since in the eatlicst known forms of many Innguz.ges these imperative forms are

., identical fhﬂl the simple stem of the verb, without any special ending added.

C!omparc, for example, Latin dic (“say!" ')w:th diclt(“he says”), dicunt (“they say™),
"~ of dicere (“to say”): the form used for giving a comtmand is the shortest, the most
" elementary, Some of the persanal pronouts, fike me, also seera fo be very archeic,
. and $9-do-vovatives (ths forms of words nsed in addressing people).

A stody of the higher antmals can help us by sugpesting what man was liks in the

signials, end gesiures of the higher apes show vs what man started fiom in his
creation of langnage; but they cannot show us bow he created language, for it i man
alone who hesbroken through the nse of Bymboli: the apes, however mxpressive their
signals may be, romain on the other side of langnage. Apes, of course, have smaller
brains then men; and man’s development, as part of his adaptive gvolation, of a
larper and more complex brain, than any other creature was undoubtedly a prerequi-
site for the emergence of langusge,

The last source of evidence, the bebavior ofpcnph: guffering from spesch defects,
is probably the Ieast helpful. The condition which hag especially been referred to is
aphasia, in which the power of speech is wholly or partially lost, often as a resylt of
a brain injury, Tn recovering from aphasia, the patient to some extent repeats the
process gone through by a child in learning io speak for the first time, and some
prychologists have supgested that he also ropeats the history of the human race in
inventing language, It is difficult, however, to see the grounds for this belief) since
language, though it nses inhertied biclogical skills and aptitudes, is not itself a
biological inheritance bt a coltural one; and the kind of prehistory of lngoege
which has been constrocted on evidence of this kind is not 3 very convinoing one.

Emphams on one type of evidence ot another has led 1o rather différent théoriss

they falk about the-crigin of language: some are t'nmlﬁug especially of the pre+
langnage situation, and of the basic hurman skills and equipment that wers a prereq-
uisite for the invention of language; others are thinking more of the actual sitzations-

" of il origiw of imgudge, £, Different atufiors, too, sebm to mean Gifferent fhings when

&

in ‘which the first truly linguistic utterances took place; cthers again are 1hmk1ng of -

the very early steges of language afier its invention, and the ways io which it
expanded its resources.

The Bow-wow Theory

One theory is that primitive language was an imitation of natoral sounds, such as the, -

cries of animals. This-has been oalled-the bow-wow theory, Supporters of the theaTy
point to the large number of words in any langnage which are, it seems, directly.
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imitative of natural soundi—words like guack, cuckoo, peewit, They add that many

other words show s kind of “sound symbolism,” enacting in sound whateyeritisthat

they denote; examples of sach words in English would be splash, shudge, shush,¥

* grumble, grunt; bump, and sigeze. 1t is certainty plansible to believe that a ptimitivo

humter, wishing to tefl his compassions what kind of game he had found, may have
imitated in gesture and sontid whatever kind of snima] it was-—horse, or elephant, ar
quail; and this may well have played a part in the dovelopment of vocal symbols.
This theory, however, does not explain how language obtained its articulated
strocture, When we invent an imitative word fike vwhizzbang of cryfng, We uso au
already exigting language sysizm, with its vowels and oonsonaats, its laws of word
structire, atd 50 on, md we make our imitative word conform to fhis pattern. Bof man
in the prelinguistic stage had no such language system, and s imitation of a horse or
am clephant would simply be & whinnying or trumpefing sound, without the atficale-
+ioh chataoteristic of spesch. Initaiion of this Knd may explam pait of the primitive
vocabulary, and it may have played a part in the ttansition from expressive cryto vocal
symmbol, bud-it cannot by-diself accoumt satisfactenly for the rse of language. -
Moreover, we probubly daceive ourselves gbout the extent and importance of
sound gymbolism in langusge, Becguse of our intimate knowledge of our languzge
since GiE early yedis 4t the way it 38 bownd up-with our whele emotional-and:,

 intellectnal fife, the words that we use inevitably seem appropriate 10 what they mean,

simply by constant association. It tuay be retorted that some groups of sonnds really
are appropriste o certain meanings, and this is shown by their occurrence in 8 mumber
of woerds of similar mesning: for example, in English we find fnitial i~ in a number of
words connected with fire and light (o.g., flame, flare, flask) and in an even larper

-.oumber of words conneoted with a flying or waving kind of motion (e.g., fafl, flap,

Saunt, flay, fltcker, flog, fluctuate, fhary, fluster). Busit is difficult to ses euy inkerent
appropriateness in fhie ff- sound for expresging ideas of flame or flickering motion:
the sense of appropristeness surely exises from the fact that it ocouts in ell these
wards, not vice versa. And once a group of words like this exists in the language, new
wotds may be coined on the geme model (as perhaps happened with fask and flap),
and words of similar forre may develop new mommings on anafogy witl the members

. -~of the group (ss.hag peteps happened with flourish). But there-are many otherwords-

in Boglish which begin with 7T, which have nothing to do with flames or fHokering,
and yet which by Jong familiscity sound equally appropriate to their memmings, like
flange, flank, flarmel, flask, flat, flesh, flimsy, flinch, flock, atd so on. It is noticeabls
9&‘“" when you learn a foreign language, the words that sirike you es particalarly
approprats in, sound {or, sometimes, as grotesquely inappropriate) are very often
ongs that do_pot sitlks a native speaker in this way.

The Pooh-poeoh Theory

A second theory of the origing of lenguage has boan called the pooh-pooh theory.
This argues fhat languags arose from instinctive emotional cries, expressive for
gxample ofpain or joy-On this view, the earliest linguistic utterances wers interjec-
tions, sitple exclamations expressive of some emotional state, This theory, it ssems «
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fo me, sugpests some of the material which lengnage may have wsed, tather than the

process by which it arose, The theory does nothing to explain the articilated nature

of langoage, and it does liitle to bridge the gap betwosn expressive ary and symbol.,

We can, indeed, imagine how, by association, an emotions] cry may have bocome &

signak: 3 cry of fear or of pein, for example, could easily become 2 signal which.

warned the group of danger; but this level hag already been reached by the higher
. animaleyswhich repof to signals of this kind; the firther step from trigger shmulus to
. symbol imxst also bo explained, And the theary does not suggest amy motivetion for
- “this development; n tremendous task like the creation of language wouvld sarely have
.. been undertaken only nnder the pressure of man's neads.

- The Ding-dong Theory

b A fhird theory is the so-called nativistic fiedty, nicknamed the ding-dong theory:
This bogins from a fact we have slready noticed, namely; that there is an apparently ...
-mysterions hermony between seund and ‘sense-in 1 languags: On thiz-basis, the+
theory argues that primitive man had a peculiar instinctive faculty, by which every .
external impression that he received was givan vocal expressionsEvery sensary
impression was liks the striking of a bell, producing a comesponding ufterance, The
trouble with this theory is that it explaing nothing: it mercly describes the facts in a

different terminology, and so is only a pseudotheory,

The Ye-he-ho Theory

Avfourth theory, put forward by the nineteenth-century scholat Noits, hag been,
called the yo-he-ho theary, This envisages language arising from the nolses made by -
a group of men engaged in joint labor or effort—moving s free trunk, lifting a rock™
We all know from experience that, while performing work of this kind, we maks
involuntary vocal noisess While exerting powerful muscular effort we trap the breath *
in our lungs by tightly closing the glottis=(the vocal cords); in the intervals of * .
relaxation between the bursts of effort, we open the glottis and rcleage the air,
making variqus grunting and grozning noises in the process!since a stop s released, .
* thess nofses often contain a consonantal sound s well ag a vowsl Vocal hoises of
this kind might then develop into words meaning such things as “heavel”; “rest!”;

- “Iifif™ Thig theory hes two great virtnes: it gives a plausible explanation for the.
origin of the vonsonant-vowel structure of langufige, and it envisages the origin of .
language in 2 situation involving human cooperation, with adequate motivation It #
also envisages the earliest specch utterances in commends, aid we have slready.seen. -
that there is some linguistic evidence for the antiquity of such imperstive forms.
Apguinst the theory, 1t has been argued that it postulates too advanced a form of social
cooperation: Jangunge, it is avgued, would be necessary before tren could emberk on
the kind of complex communal labor that the theory dernands. I am nof sure that this
objection is very compelling: we must surely envisage Jangnage and cooperative
human Isbor arising stmmltaneously, each making the other possible; they would
sontinually rezct on one another, §o that there would be a progressive development
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from the sitnplest niterances and acts pfcouﬁmaﬁon ta the most complex speach and
division of labox

16 A variant of the theoty hes recently been elabarated by A. 8. Diamond. He agrees
that tho first articulated words were commands, uttered simultaneously with the
execution of viclent arm movements, but argues that all the evidence shows that the
most pritnitive words did not mean such things as “Haull” but rather such, things as
“Qirikel”; “Cuti"; “Breaki”; he thetefore envisages the rise of Ianguage in requests for
assistance fram one man to another in sitnations where maxinum bodily effort was
required, He does not speculate on the exactnatare of these situations; but presumably—

gy gt be such fhings a8 tool making, the breaking off of ttee branches, and the

killing of animals during hunting, Such things might ooour af a more primitive stage of
humet society than the communzl heaving suggested by Noié,-

The Gesture Theory

17 A fifth theory of the origing of language fakes the view that gesture Jangrage.

© paeceded spwdi Suppartess of this theory point io the extensive use of gestures by
animals of many different kinds, end the highly developed systems of gesture used
by some primitive peoples,*One of the popular examples iy the. sign linguage —
farmerly used By the Tdiaid oF Norfh America; this was an elsbotate system of,
gestires which was used for negotiations*between tribes that spoke different lan- |
guages, Ji*is cerainly trne that spesch and gestare are closely intertwined; the
centers in the btain which comtre] hand movements ere closely linked with thoss that
oontro} the voedl argans, #nd it ssems highly probabie that speech and gesture prow
up fogether. This does not prove, however, that gestare came first. And; while.itds
true that animalg yse pestures, it is also true fhat they unse crids: the chimpanzes
makes signals and expresses its foclings both by bodily movements and by vocal
noises, and the same was probably trus of early ran.

18 . An extrems forn of the gesture theory argues that spesch arose very late (round
about 3500 B.c.) and was derived from carly pistorial writing; this writing itself, it is
argued, was darived from gesture Janguage, T st say that T find this incredible. We
are asked to believe thet man lacked speech right tiwongh the OId and New Stons.
ages, and did not develop it until the time-of thecy-civilivations of thecarly Bromze - -

“o A ge Bt it is difficolt to believe that man could have built up the elabotate cultural
apparatus of the New Stome Age (agrionlture, potiery, weaving, kouse building,
religious burial) without the eid of speech; for 4 gestare langusge, hawever highly
developed, has grave disadvantages compared with a spoken language. Jo nseya
gesture language you have to have your bands free; bat as soon as man becomes a* -
tool maker and a ctuftsman 1y Riiis.cease to be free; and the times when primitive:
man needed to cormnunicate most nrgently must have been precisely the times when,
he had & tool or 4 wespon in his hand. It is jo fact.arguable that it was just this
precocupation of man’s hands with tools and weapons that led to the increased
ithportance of vocal language compared with gestures; and this would support the
view that spoken languaga goes right back to the beginiing of man's career as tool -
maker. Gesturs, too, has the disadvantage that it cannot be used jn the dark, or when
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the users are separated by obstructions like tees—a serious disadvantage for a
hunting band, which would surely develop hunting oalls and similar ories. Nor cen a
gesture be used to atfract the attention of somebody who is Jooking in another
direction, and so0 it has very limited valus as-a warning of the approach of danger.
None of these disadvantages of gesture can prove that eatly man had a spoken
language, but they do seggest that he had very powerfill motives for creating one.
9 A more atfractive version of the gesture theory is the mouth gesture theory, which
., was stmngly apgtod by Sir Richard Paget and has recently been supported by e
5 Icelandw professor, Alexander Johannesson. Paget argues that primitive man at first
com:mm;cated by gestures; as his intelligence and technique developed he nesded
< more exact gestares, byt at the same time found fhat his eyes and hands were more
occupied by his arfs and crafis, But the gestures of the hands were anconsciously
oopied by movements of the tongue, lips, and mouth; and 'when the man was unable
to go on gestaring with his hands becauss of finir other uses, the mouth pestures
continned without them, and he discovered fhat if air was blown through the month
.ot nose the gesinre became andible as whispered speech; if he simultaneously sang
or roared or grunied, be produced-voiced' spsetin To support hiw theory of the'
sympathetic movemsnts of the speech organs, Paget quotas a passage from Dalwm’&
book The Expression of the Emotions; L

There gre ofher gofions which ars cotnonly performad under certain circumstaness
independently of habit, and which seetn to be dug to imitation or some kind of
sympafhy. Thus, persons cutting snything with a pair of scissors may be seen to move
theixr jaws stomltansously with the blades of the scissozs, Children lezrning to write
often twist about theit tomgue s their Gngers mwove, in a ridienlous fashinn!

o Language was thus produced by a sort of pantomimes, fhe tongue and Hps mimick-

' mg the movements of the hands in a gesture, As anelemmtary exammple, Paget takes
the movement of the mouth, tongue, and jaws 85 in eating, st a gesture sign meaning
“eat,” If, while making this sign, we blow air through the vocal cavities and switch on
voice, we produce the sounds mryum mmnyum or mnya mnya, which, Paget says, would
be universally nnderstood. Similarly, the action of sucking 2 liquid in smiall quantities
into thamouﬁxpmduu:swords like sip or sup. Pagetgoes on toanalyze large numbers
of Words in terms of mouth gestures of this kind, and this work fas beer contimued by
Johannesson, who has examined large numbers of the basic words of the earlisst
known languages, Soms of thess analyses striks me as fmcifyl, and there are Hmes
when one feels that, with sufficient ingenuity, any movemesnt of the tongue could be
construed ag 8 gestore representing anything one liked. Nevertheless, the theory has
considerable plausibility, and must be fuken smuusly It hag the merit of accotnting
for the articulated nature of speech, and of gwmg an explanation for the way the
linkage was effected between sound and meanmg.

The Musical Theory

1 A sixth.theory sees the origin of language in song, or et any rate sees speech and
rmusic 2s emerging from something earlier that iocluded both, This theory was put
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forward by the great Danish linguist Otto Josparsen. Yo thought that the bow-wow;
pooh-poah, and yo-he-ho theorics conld all explain the arigtos of patts of langnages
but thet none of them could explain the whols if ifs Tis own method was to frace the ¢
history of lsnguage backwards, to see what the long.term trends were, and the to' #
gssuzns that these same frends had existed since the beginning ‘of language. By-this
means he arrived at the view that primitive language consisted of very long words®
full of difficult jaw-breaking sounds; that it wsed tone and pitch more than later™
languages, and a wider range ofmuswal intervals; and thet it was more passionate and

- y.moremusmawmnlatuﬂangmgeaaﬂa.tharmﬁ,Jﬂnguagemsa,hnd.of_sungﬂnﬂmut
words; it was not communicative, but merely expressive; fhe eadliest language was *
not matter-of-fact or practical, trat postic and emotional, and love in parhculnr_Waa
the most powerful emotion for elicititg onfiwrsts of nsic aud song. “Language,” he
writee, “was born in the courting days of mankiid; the first utteratoes-of speech I
fancy to myselflike something hetween the nightly love-lyrics of pussunderthe tites
and the melodions love-sangs of the nightingale,” A romantic picturs,

22 Itmaybndcubtﬂé.howwar,wheﬂmrihﬂmdsmhngmgemmom&mtand
umivarsd Jeapenstnr thinks: *Hi% fhicory assmnes thut e same kinds of penetid
change have taken place in all languages fhroughout their history. But we know
nothing of langnages before the Bronze Age; even if there has been a universsl trend
it TAngusgs sinde the bégimimes of Bronzs Ags civilizaton (which 15 b7 Do figans
certain), it does not follow that the same trend ocourred in the Old Stone Age; when
man's circymstances were sntirely different, Moteover, we have a historical knowl- .
edge of relatively few of the worlds languages: of the two fhousand languages
spoken todey, only a handful have recorde going back to the pre-Christian era,

The Contact Theory

23 Finally, mention mey be made of the contact theory, which hag rccanﬂy been ad-
vanced by G. Révész, a former professor of psychology st Amsterdam. He secs+
language ag arising through mams instinctive need for contect with his fellows, and
he works out a series of'steges by which language may bave developed. First comes
the contact sound;, which is not commnicative, but merely expresses the individual’s
need. for contact with his fellows; moh as the noises mads by gr;gmonranmalsr- .
Néxt comes the cry, which is cormunicative, but which is directed to the mw:ron
ment generally, not to an individval;.exsmples are meting calls and fhe cries df
young sestlings fa danger. Then thérs is the call, which differs from the ory in being
directed to an individunl; it is the demand for the satisfaction of some deslre, and is
foumd. in domestic animals (begging) and speechless infants (crying for their moth-
ex); the call is seen as the stasting point for both musie and langnage. Finelly comes
the word, which has a symbolic function and is found only in men, Révész thinks
that the earfiest speech was an "“impetative Innguage,” consisting only of camtnands;
this later developed into mature humen lenguape, which contains also statements
and questians. Révesz’s sequence of stages is carefully worked ont, and 1 mads very
Plausible, He does not, however, explain how human language came to be artica-
lated; and he places undue etrphasis on the instinctive nesd for contact as a motive
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far the invention of language, while rather neglecting the urgent practical motives in
oooperative labor which moust surely have fmpelled early man,

The Probabilities

24 'What are we'io make of this welter of theories? It is plain that no finality is possible
at prosent, : and that it is merely a matter of weighing the probabilities. It seems to me
- that wa should attach great weight fo the question of motivation in the origin of
Iangtmge ' since euch a preat intellectnal achievement would hardly have been pos-
: =xible except under the pressure of definite noods. Since the basic funetion of lan-

- puage'is to influence the bebavior of our fellow men, this would favor theories that
- exnpbasize the origing of lanpguege in situations of social cooperation: such for
- exemple are ths yo-he-ho theory and Diamond's variant of it. However, other theo- ©

- 1ies, such as the bow-wow theory and the mowth gesture theory, can also be gdapted
{0 views of this kind, In the second place, I think we should attach great importance
to the articulatedness of language, as seen for example in ifs vows! and consonant
structure; and it secmstore the weakness of many theories that they db noffiing to
explain this structure; the theories thet come off best on this count ate the yo-he-ho
theory apd the mouth gesture theory. But at present we canniot reach ebsphute
certainty:*

25 We mnst also remain in doubt about the nature of the earliest language, and we do
not even know if there was one odginal langnage or whether languags wee invented
independently at ssveral different times and places. Jespersen, we have seen, postu-
lates & primitive Janguage that was musical and passionate; he believes that it was
very itregular; that it dealt with the concrete and particular rather than the abstract |
and general; that it conteined very long words full of difficult combinations of*
sounds; and indeed that the earliest utterances consisted of whole sentences rathel
than single words. Somewhat similar views bave been advanced by investigators
who have aitached great significance fo the babbling stages of child speech. Byt
Révésy thinks that the earliest language consisted solely of commands; so doos
Diamond, who argues that thess were single words and had the structure consonznt-
vowel-consonant-vowe] (like bada or taka), The bow-wow theory, on the other hand,

- demands a-prirmitive Tanguage fill of imitative souads Lle the kowling of wolves or -
the trompeting of elephants. In the absence of certainty about the origing of lan-
guags, we must obviously lack certainty about the form which that langnage fock
(thongh the kind of language envisaged by Révész or Diamond sssms more plansi-
ble than that envisaged by Jespersen).

26 Incvitably we remain in the realm of more or less plansible speculation as Jong as +
we are dealing with a period which has IeR us no record of its languagh. [Only when]
we reach perinds in which writing was practiced [are we] on much firmer ground.’

Questions 1. Bow cas the language of children be used as indirect evi-
on Content  dlence to explain how lngnage evolved in the first place?
How can the languages of primitive peoples ba used for-this
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purpose? The language of higher arimals? The langoage of
people with spesch dofects?

2, What is meant by fmperative language? How does this oon-
cept help to explain one poseible origin of language?

3, What is aphasin, and how is it related to Janguage develop-
ment?

4. Baber has this to say abont the yo-he-ho theary: “Tt also
envisages the earfiest speech uttrrances ag commands, and
we have already seen that there is some linghistic-evidence

) for the anfiquity of such imperative forms™ (pmgraph 15).
CTTTT T T T WAt v g Einguistic evidetice? — SR

5. How doss the.quotation from Darwin. (paragraph 19) sup-
portthnﬂmuryﬁatlanguagewasﬂ‘stproéuoedas & sotf of

paniaomxmu?

————— —
— —— maum x e * — (%8 S

— 4

Questions 6. How iz Barber’s presentation organized? How do the section
on Strudure tifles belp to simplify the presentation?
and Style
. 7. Consider the author’s languege. For what sudiencs is he
writing? How can you tell?

8. How dods Barber inject his own opinions info his disons-
sion? Jg this method effective, or does it detract from the
objectivity you expect in a disoussion of such a topic? - -

9. Dissuss the use of tansitions im the first fine paragraphs.

. e — P — L P

10 What docs ﬂle last Bectmn, “The Prob ! I ex, G e
guthor tp do?

Assignmenls 1. Choose one of the theories abont fhe origin of language,
and it a paragraph, explain why you consider it believable
or unbelievabla, Be sure to cite specific reasons for your
opinion,

2, Obserye 4 ohild who ds acquiring Janguage. In an essay,

discuss how the childs experiences can help explain the
odgin of language.
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3, Barber points out that “the expressive nolses, signals, and
gestores of the higher apes show us what mat starfed from
in his creation of langnage” (paragraph 7).

A, Observe the gestures emd body Jasguage of pecple in
simnilar sitnsiions, such as two candidates for the same
office, two teachets, or two nsws broadcasters, In 2n
essay, campare how the two people express themtselves
non-verbeliy. ‘

B. Observe the different weys in which people greot sach

. other, perhapa in & cafeteda, classroom, or office. Do
you notics any patierns in the gestures and body lan-

guape used by people of different age groups, genders,
or socisl posifions? Disonse yonr findings in au essay,
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